
Since MediaStyle began in 2008, we’ve been committed to minimizing our environmental impact through  
any means necessary. Researching worm farm compost systems to set up in our kitchen, enacting gentle shaming  
by cataloguing all non-reusable coffee cups—whatever the method, we’ve adopted or at least explored it to make  
our office greener. We encourage our clients, suppliers and other stakeholders to do the same.  

What follows is a summary of the efforts that we’ve found to be most successful and sustainable for our team. 

Office Supplies

We always research the environmental impact of any 
new products that we intend to purchase. All of our 
cleaning supplies are environmentally friendly, and we 
ensured that our hired cleaning company also uses 
environmentally friendly products. We use washable, 
reusable linens in all of our bathrooms rather than 
paper towels. For catered events, we serve food on 
compostable bamboo plates and compostable cutlery 
to eliminate plastic and styrofoam from our kitchen. 
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Green Travel Policy 

The extensive and carbon-aware travel policy was 
developed by the Green Team in an effort to keep 
our carbon footprint low. When traveling to other 
cities, we prioritize green methods of transportation, 
always opting for Via Rail over driving unless there are 
extenuating circumstances. When travel requires a 
flight, we choose Air Canada whenever possible to  
make use of their carbon offset program.



In-house Green Team

The Green Team is responsible for conceiving of and 
implementing MediaStyle’s environmental practices. 
The Green Team meets at a minimum of once a month 
to review the efficacy of current practices and devise 
future strategies.

Energy and Water

We minimize our energy output as much as possible.  
We switch off all electrical appliances when not in  
use, we also use toilets with low-flush options, and  
we evaluate the environmental impact of any new 
product that we consider using in the MediaStyle office. 

Garbage and Recycling

We diligently recycle all possible waste using the blue 
and black bin system. We have multiple locations for 
recycling throughout the office, to make depositing 
waste as convenient as possible. This year, we 
implemented a new disposal system with Waste 
Connections of Canada, a company that ensures  
our recycling is done correctly. 

Further, we offer battery recycling while we transition  
to rechargeable batteries throughout the office. We 
have invested in rechargeable batteries and chargers  
for all laptop keyboards and mouses. 
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MediaStyle also provides all new employees with 
a reusable mug during their onboarding, and we 
encourage them to use this when buying coffee in the 
community. We conducted a paper cup audit in early 
2017 to remind employees about their environmental 
impact when buying food and drink. 

We minimize our use of paper as much as possible, and 
buy recycled paper products whenever possible. We 
also set all of our default printing to double-sided black 
and white. We add costs of paper use to invoices and 
do internal paper audits regularly. We also favour scrap 
paper over post-its when possible. 

Hospitality Supplies

MediaStyle worked with Green Shift, a Canadian 
firm who helps business to be more environmentally 
responsible through consulting and supplying our 
office with reliable, easy and cost effective channels to 
environmental solutions for hospitality events.   
We met our aggressive goal of having no throw  
away materials in use at major parties and events  
in our offices. 



Transportation

We encourage all employees to use green methods of 
travel to and from the office: walking, biking, or using 
public transportation. We offer an interest-free bike 
loan of $500 to employees in order to encourage this 
behaviour. We also promote alternatives to travel for 
meetings, such as video conferences. In the event we do 
need to travel to a client’s location, we first determine 
if we can walk, cycle or use public transit for the trip. 
Adequate time is  given to encourage this. If the team 
does need to drive to a meeting, we will ensure that 
there is carpooling or that an environmentally friendly 
car share service is used. 

Promotional Material

MediaStyle has resourced suppliers of recycled/
environmentally friendly promotional products to 
use for our own and client events.  We have also 
investigated what promotional material is needed for 
events and eliminated items and non-environmentally 
friendly options.  We always encourage our clients to 
put a reusable water bottle into their conference bags 
and promote a “no bottled water” policy.
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Events Planning

When planning events with a client, we always keep  
the environmental impact in mind.  We encourage water 
bottle-free events and look at the venue’s environmental 
policies. Sourcing local food options and reducing waste 
through number management or donations to local 
food banks are things we look for.  If possible, we have 
an environmental impact report done after the event  
to give to our client, ensuring they understand how  
they can help the environment and have a great 
conference or event. 

Looking Ahead

In addition to the policies detailed above, we are also 
constantly evolving and adapting. We continue to 
research the best products available and the most 
conscientious suppliers that can keep us on track as 
an environmentally friendly office. All employees are 
encouraged to suggest new strategies, worm farms 
included. We continue to set rigorous goals and we have 
every expectation of meeting them in 2018 and beyond.


